Explain that to a child (Susan Drake)
Two days before her seventh birthday

They got the news over the airways

We’d dropped the bomb on the Japanese

My Mom looked around everybody seemed pleased

She tugged at her mother’s skirt

Said “Momma I’ve got a hurt.

I can’t help but cry 

When I think of all those people who died.”

CHORUS:

Explain that to a child

When all they know is how to love

How to be open and how to trust us

To teach them right from wrong

To teach them how to get along

When all the while we hope for the day

When adults sill finally do as we say

I turned six in sixty-eight

The year my world filled up with hate

I saw the death toll rise in Vietnam

I watched Martin and Bobby following John

I saw the tears in my Mother’s eyes

As I turned to her and asked her “Why?”

CHORUS

It was a cool, crisp September morning

My daughter had only been in kindergarten a week or two

Fighting back tears of her own

Her teacher tried to explain what was going on

There were two planes that flew in two big buildings

And people were trapped inside

No, honey, it wasn’t an accident and yes, many have died

CHORUS

Why can’t we explain peace, explain vision

Explain how our old ideas are in desperate need of revision

And they are the ones to get it done

Explain, explain that to a child

